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(54) Title: HUMAN CANCER ASSOCIATED GENE SEQUENCES AND POLYPEPTIDES 
(57) Abstract 

This invention relates to newly identified tissue specific cancer associated polynucleotides and the polypeptides encoded by these 
polynucleotides herein collectively known as "cancer antigens", and to the complete gene sequences associated therewith and to the expression 
products thereof, as well as the use of such tissue specific cancer antigens for detection, prevention and treatment of tissue specific disorders, 
particularly the presence of cancer. This invention relates to the cancer antigens as well as vectors, host cells, antibodies directed to cancer 
antigens and recombinant and synthetic methods for producing the same. Also provided are diagnostic methods for diagnosing and treating, 
preventing and/or prognosing tissue specific disorders, including cancer, and therapeutic methods for treating such disorders. The invention 
further relates to screening methods for identifying agonists and antagonists of cancer antigens of the invention. The present invention 
further relates to methods and/or compositions for inhibiting the production and/or function of the polypeptides of the present invention. 
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or subsequent handling and storage. Also, peptide moieties may be added to the 
polypeptide to facilitate purification. Such regions may be removed prior to final 
preparation of the polypeptide. The addition of peptide moieties to facilitate handling 
of polypeptides are familiar and routine techniques in the art. 



Vectors, Host Cells, and Protein Production 

The present invention also relates to vectors containing the polynucleotide of 
the present invention, host cells, and the production of polypeptides by recombinant 
techniques. The vector may be, for example, a phage, plasmid, viral, or retroviral 
10 vector. Retroviral vectors may be replication competent or replication defective. In 
the latter case, viral propagation generally will occur only in complementing host 
cells. 

The polynucleotides of the invention may be joined to a vector containing a 
selectable marker for propagation in a host. Generally, a plasmid vector is introduced 
15 in a precipitate, such as a calcium phosphate precipitate, or in a complex with a 
charged lipid. If the vector is a virus, it may be packaged in vitro using an 
appropriate packaging cell line and then transduced into host cells. 

The polynucleotide insert should be operatively linked to an appropriate 
promoter, such as the phage lambda PL promoter, the E. coli lac, trp, phoA and tac 
20 promoters, the SV40 early and late promoters and promoters of retroviral LTRs, to 
name a few. Other suitable promoters will be known to the skilled artisan. The 
expression constructs will further contain sites for transcription initiation, termination, 
and, in the transcribed region, a ribosome binding site for translation. The coding 
portion of the transcripts expressed by the constructs will preferably include a 
25 translation initiating codon at the beginning and a termination codon (UAA, UGA or 
UAG > appropriately positioned at the end of the polypeptide to be translated. 

As indicated, the expression vectors will preferably include at least one 
selectable marker. Such markers include dihydrofolate reductase, G418 or neomycin 
resistance for eukaryotic cell culture and tetracycline, kanamycin or ampicillin 
30 resistance genes for culturing in E. coli and other bacteria. Representative examples 
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of appropriate hosts include, but are not limited to, bacterial cells, such as E. coli, 
Strcptomyces and Salmonella typhimurium cells; fungal cells, such as yeast cells 
(e.g., Saccharomyces cerevisiae or Pichia pastoris (ATCC Accession No. 201178)); 
insect cells such as Drosophila S2 and Spodoptera Sf9 cells; animal cells such as 
CHO, COS, 293, and Bowes melanoma cells; and plant cells. Appropriate culture 
mediums and conditions for the above-described host cells are known in the art. 

Among vectors preferred for use in bacteria include pQE70, pQE60 and pQE- 
9, available from QIAGEN, inc.; pBluescript vectors, Phagescript vectors, pNH8A, 
pNH16a, pNHl8A, pNH46A, available from Stratagene Cloning Systems, Inc.; and 
ptrc99a. pKK223-3, pKK233-3, pDR540, pRIT5 available from Pharmacia Biotech, 
Inc. Among preferred eukaryotic vectors are pWLNEO, pSV2CAT, pOG44, pXTl 
and pSG available from Stratagene; and pSVK3, pBPV, pMSG and pSVL available 
from Pharmacia. Preferred expression vectors for use in yeast systems include, but are 
not limited to pYES2, pYDl, pTEFl/Zeo, pYES2/GS, pPICZ, pGAPZ, pGAPZalph, 
pPIC9, pPIC3.5, pHIL-D2, pHiL-Sl, pPIC3.5K, pPIC9K, and PA0815 (all available 
from Invitrogen, Carlbad, CA). Other suitable vectors will be readily apparent to the 
skilled artisan. 

Introduction of the construct into the host cell can be effected by calcium 
phosphate transfection, DEAE-dextran mediated transfection, cationic lipid-mediated 
transfection, electroporation, transduction, infection, or other methods. Such methods 
are described in many standard laboratory manuals, such as Davis et al., Basic 
Methods In Molecular Biology (1986). It is specifically contemplated that the 
polypeptides of the present invention may in fact be expressed by a host cell lacking a 
recombinant vector. 

A polypeptide of this invention can be recovered and purified from 
recombinant cell cultures by well-known methods including ammonium sulfate or 
ethanol precipitation, acid extraction, anion or cation exchange chromatography, 
phosphocellulose chromatography, hydrophobic interaction chromatography, affinity 
chromatography, hydroxylapatite chromatography and lectin chromatography. Most 
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preferably, high performance liquid chromatography ("HPLC") is employed for 
purification. 

Polypeptides of the present invention can also be recovered from: products 
purified from natural sources, including bodily fluids, tissues and cells, whether 
directly isolated or cultured; products of chemical synthetic procedures; and products 
produced by recombinant techniques from a prokaryotic or eukaryotic host, including, 
for example, bacterial, yeast, higher plant, insect, and mammalian cells. Depending 
upon the host employed in a recombinant production procedure, the polypeptides of 
the present invention may be glycosylated or may be non-glycosylated. In addition, 
polypeptides of the invention may also include an initial modified methionine residue, 
in some cases as a result of host-mediated processes. Thus, it is well known in the art 
that the N-terminal methionine encoded by the translation initiation codon generally 
is removed with high efficiency from any protein after translation in all eukaryotic 
cells. While the N-terminal methionine on most proteins also is efficiently removed 
in most prokaryotes, for some proteins, this prokaryotic removal process is inefficient, 
depending on the nature of the amino acid to which the N-terminal methionine is 
covalently linked. 

In one embodiment, the yeast Pichia pastoris is used to express polypeptides 
of the invention in a eukaryotic system. Pichia pastoris is a methylotrophic yeast 
which can metabolize methanol as its sole carbon source. A main step in the 
methanol metabolization pathway is the oxidation of methanol to formaldehyde using 
0 2 . This reaction is catalyzed by the enzyme alcohol oxidase. In order to metabolize 
methanol as its sole carbon source, Pichia pastoris must generate high levels of 
alcohol oxidase due, in part, to the relatively low affinity of alcohol oxidase for 0 2 . 
Consequently, in a growth medium depending on methanol as a main carbon source, 
the promoter region of one of the two alcohol oxidase genes (AOX1) is highly active. 
In the presence of methanol, alcohol oxidase produced from the A OX I gene 
comprises up to approximately 30% of the total soluble protein in Pichia pastoris. 
See, Ellis, S.B., et a!. t Mol Cell Biol. 5:11 1 1-21 (1985); Koutz, P.J, et al , Yeast 
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5:167-77 (1989); Tschopp, J.F., et ai. Nuci Acids Res. 15:3859-76 (1987). Thus, a 
heterologous coding sequence, such as, for example, a polynucleotide of the present 
invention, under the transcriptional regulation of all or part of the AOX1 regulatory 
sequence is expressed at exceptionally high levels in Pichia yeast grown in the 
5 presence of methanol. 

In one example, the plasmid vector pPIC9K is used to express DNA encoding 
a polypeptide of the invention, as set forth herein, in a Pichea yeast system essentially 
as described in "Pichia Protocols: Methods in Molecular Biology," D.R. Higgins and 
J. Cregg, eds. The Humana Press, Totowa, NJ, 1998. This expression vector allows 
JO expression and secretion of a polypeptide of the invention by virtue of the strong 
AOXI promoter linked to the Pichia pastons alkaline phosphatase (PHO) secretory 
signal peptide (i.e., leader) located upstream of a multiple cloning site. 

Many other yeast vectors could be used in place of pPIC9K, such as, pYES2, 
pYDl, pTEFl/Zeo, pYES2/GS, pPICZ, pGAPZ, pGAPZalpha, pPIC9, pPIC3.5, 
15 pHIL-D2, pHIL-Sl, pPIC3.5K, and PA0815, as one skilled in the art would readily 
appreciate, as long as the proposed expression construct provides appropriately 
located signals for transcription, translation, secretion (if desired), and the like, 
including an in-frame AUG as required. 

In another embodiment, high-level expression of a heterologous coding 
20 sequence, such as, for example, a polynucleotide of the present invention, may be 
achieved by cloning the heterologous polynucleotide of the invention into an 
expression vector such as, for example, pGAPZ or pGAPZalpha, and growing the 
yeast culture in the absence of methanol. 

In addition to encompassing host cells containing the vector constructs 
25 discussed herein, the invention also encompasses primary, secondary, and 
immortalized host cells of vertebrate origin, particularly mammalian origin, that have 
been engineered to delete or replace endogenous genetic material (e.g., coding 
sequence), and/or to include genetic material (e.g., heterologous polynucleotide 
sequences) that is operably associated with polynucleotides of the invention, and 
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which activates, alters, and/or amplifies endogenous polynucleotides. For example, 
techniques known in the art may be used to operably associate heterologous control 
regions (e.g., promoter and/or enhancer) and endogenous polynucleotide sequences 
via homologous recombination (see, e.g., U.S. Patent No. 5,641,670, issued June 24, 
1997; International Publication No. WO 96/2941 1, published September 26, 1996; 
International Publication No. WO 94/12650, published August 4, 1994; Koller et al., 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 86:8932-8935 (1989); and Zijlstra et al., Nature 342:435- 
438 (1989), the disclosures of each of which are incorporated by reference in their 
entireties). 

In addition, polypeptides of the invention can be chemically synthesized using 
techniques known in the art (e.g., see Creighton, 1983, Proteins: Structures and 
Molecular Principles, W.H. Freeman & Co., N.Y., and Hunkapiller et al., Nature, 
310:105-1 1 1 (1984)). For example, a polypeptide corresponding to a fragment of a 
polypeptide can be synthesized by use of a peptide synthesizer. Furthermore, if 
desired, nonclassical amino acids or chemical amino acid analogs can be introduced 
as a substitution or addition into the polypeptide sequence. Non-classical amino acids 
include, but are not limited to, to the D-isomers of the common amino acids, 2,4- 
diaminobutyric acid, a-amino isobutyric acid, 4-aminobutyric acid, Abu, 2-amino 
butyric acid, g-Abu, e-Ahx, 6-amino hexanoic acid, Aib, 2-amino isobutyric acid, 
3 -amino propionic acid, ornithine, norleucine, norvaline, hydroxyproline, sarcosine, 
citrulline, homocitrulline, cysteic acid, t-butylglycine, t-burylalanine, phenylglycine, 
cyclohexylalanine, b-alanine, fluoro-amino acids, designer amino acids such as fa- 
methyl amino acids, Ca-methyl amino acids, Na-methyl amino acids, and amino acid 
analogs in general. Furthermore, the amino acid can be D (dextrorotary) or L 
(levorotary). 

Non-naturally occurring variants may be produced using art-known 
mutagenesis techniques, which include, but are not limited to oligonucleotide 
mediated mutagenesis, alanine scanning, PCR mutagenesis, site directed mutagenesis 
(see, e.g., Carter et al, NucL Acids Res. 75:4331 (1986); and Zoller et al., NucL Acids 
Res. 7/9:6487 (1982)), cassette mutagenesis (see, e.g., Wells et al. t Gene 34.3\5 
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(1985)), restriction selection mutagenesis (see, e.g.. Wells et ai, Philos. Trans. R. 
Soc. London SerA 317:415 (1986)). 

The invention additionally, encompasses polypeptides of the present invention 
which are differentially modified during or after translation, e.g., by glycosylation, 
acetylation, phosphorylation, amidation, dcnvatization by known protecting/blocking 
groups, proteolytic cleavage, linkage to an antibody molecule or other cellular ligand, 
etc. Any of numerous chemical modifications may be carried out by known 
techniques, including but not limited, to specific chemical cleavage by cyanogen 
bromide, trypsin, chymotrypsin, papain, V8 protease, NaBH 4 ; acetylation, 
formylation, oxidation, reduction; metabolic synthesis in the presence of tunicamycin; 
etc. 

Additional post-translational modifications encompassed by the invention 
include, for example, e.g., N-linked or O-linked carbohydrate chains, processing of 
N-terminal or C-terminal ends), attachment of chemical moieties to the amino acid 
backbone, chemical modifications of N-linked or O-linked carbohydrate chains, and 
addition or deletion of an N-terminal methionine residue as a result of procaryotic 
host cell expression. The polypeptides may also be modified with a detectable label, 
such as an enzymatic, fluorescent, isotopic or affinity label to allow for detection and 
isolation of the protein. 

Also provided by the invention are chemically modified derivatives of the 
polypeptides of the invention which may provide additional advantages such as 
increased solubility, stability and circulating time of the polypeptide, or decreased 
immunogenicity (see U.S. Patent No. 4,179,337). The chemical moieties for 
derivitization may be selected from water soluble polymers such as polyethylene 
glycol, ethylene glycol/propylene glycol copolymers, carboxymethylcellulose, 
dextran, polyvinyl alcohol and the like. The polypeptides may be modified at random 
positions within the molecule, or at predetermined positions within the molecule and 
may include one, two, three or more attached chemical moieties. 

The polymer may be of any molecular weight, and may be branched or 
unbranched. For polyethylene glycol, the preferred molecular weight is between 
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about I kDa and about 100 kDa (the term "about" indicating that in preparations of 
polyethylene glycol, some molecules will weigh more, some less, than the stated 
molecular weight) for ease in handling and manufacturing. Other sizes may be used, 
depending on the desired therapeutic profile (e.g., the duration of sustained release 
desired, the effects, if any on biological activity, the ease in handling, the degree or 
lack of antigenicity and other known effects of the polyethylene glycol to a 
therapeutic protein or analog). For example, the polyethylene glycol may have an 
average molecular weight of about 200; 500; 1000; 1500; 2000; 2500; 3000; 3500; 
4000; 4500; 5000; 5500; 6000; 6500; 7000; 7500; 8000; 8500; 9000; 9500; 10,000; 
10,500; 11,000; 11,500; 12,000; 12,500; 13,000; 13,500; 14,000; 14,500; 15,000; 
15,500; 16,000; 16,500; 17,000; 17,500; 18,000; 18,500; 19,000; 19,500; 20,000; 
25,000; 30,000; 35,000; 40,000; 50,000; 55,000; 60,000; 65,000; 70,000; 75,000; 
80,000; 85,000; 90,000; 95,000; or 100,000 kDa. 

As noted above, the polyethylene glycol may have a branched structure. 
Branched polyethylene glycols are described, for example, in U.S. Patent No. 
5,643,575; Morpurgo et at., AppL Biochem. BiotechnoL 56:59-72 (1996); Vorobjev et 
al> Nucleosides Nucleotides 75:2745-2750 (1999); and Caliceti et aL, Bioconjug. 
Chem. 70:638-646 (1999), the disclosures of each of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

The polyethylene glycol molecules (or other chemical moieties) should be 
attached to the protein with consideration of effects on functional or antigenic 
domains of the protein. There are a number of attachment methods available to those 
skilled in the art, e.g., EP 0 401 384, herein incorporated by reference (coupling PEG 
to G-CSF), see also Malik et al., Exp. Hematol. 20:1028-1035 (1992) (reporting 
pegylation of GM-CSF using tresyl chloride). For example, polyethylene glycol may 
be covalently bound through amino acid residues via a reactive group, such as, a free 
amino or carboxyl group. Reactive groups are those to which an activated 
polyethylene glycol molecule may be bound. The amino acid residues having a free 
amino group may include lysine residues and the N-terrriinal amino acid residues; 
those having a free carboxyl group may include aspartic acid residues glutamic acid 
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residues and the C-terminal amino acid residue. Sulfhydryl groups may also be used 
as a reactive group for attaching the polyethylene glycol molecules. Preferred for 
therapeutic purposes is attachment at an amino group, such as attachment at the 
N-terminus or lysine group. 

As suggested above, polyethylene glycol may be attached to proteins via 
linkage to any of a number of amino acid residues. For example, polyethylene glycol 
can be linked to a proteins via covalent bonds to lysine, histidine, aspartic acid, 
glutamic acid, or cysteine residues. One or more reaction chemistries may be 
employed to attach polyethylene glycol to specific amino acid residues (e.g., lysine, 
histidine, aspartic acid, glutamic acid, or cysteine) of the protein or to more than one 
type of amino acid residue (e.g., lysine, histidine, aspartic acid, glutamic acid, 
cysteine and combinations thereof) of the protein. 

One may specifically desire proteins chemically modified at the N-terminus. 
Using polyethylene glycol as an illustration of the present composition, one may 
select from a variety of polyethylene glycol molecules (by molecular weight, 
branching, etc.), the proportion of polyethylene glycol molecules to protein 
(polypeptide) molecules in the reaction mix, the type of pegylation reaction to be 
performed, and the method of obtaining the selected N-terminally pegylated protein. 
The method of obtaining the N-terminally pegylated preparation (i.e., separating this 
moiety from other monopegylated moieties if necessary) may be by purification of the 
N-terminally pegylated material from a population of pegylated protein molecules. 
Selective proteins chemically modified at the N-terminus modification may be 
accomplished by reductive alkylation which exploits differential reactivity of 
different types of primary amino groups (lysine versus the N-terminal) available for 
derivatization in a particular protein. Under the appropriate reaction conditions, 
substantially selective derivatization of the protein at the N-terminus with a carbonyl 
group containing polymer is achieved. 

As indicated above, pegylation of the proteins of the invention may be 
accomplished by any number of means. For example, polyethylene glycol may be 
attached to the protein either directly or by an intervening linker. Linkerless systems 
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scatchard plot analysis. Competition with a second antibody can also be determined 
using radioimmunoassays. In this case, the antigen is incubated with antibody of 
interest conjugated to a labeled compound (e.g., 3H or 1251) in the presence of 
increasing amounts of an unlabeled second antibody. 

Therapeutic Uses 

The present invention is further directed to antibody-based therapies which 
involve administering antibodies of the invention to an animal, preferably a mammal, 
and most preferably a human, patient for treating one or more of the disclosed 
diseases, disorders, or conditions. Therapeutic compounds of the invention include, 
but are not limited to, antibodies of the invention (including fragments, analogs and 
derivatives thereof as described herein) and nucleic acids encoding antibodies of the 
invention (including fragments, analogs and derivatives thereof and anti-idiotypic 
antibodies as described herein). The antibodies of the invention can be used to treat, 
inhibit or prevent diseases, disorders or conditions associated with aberrant 
expression and/or activity of a polypeptide of the invention, including, but not 
limited to, any one or more of the diseases, disorders, or conditions described herein. 
The treatment and/or prevention of diseases, disorders, or conditions associated with 
aberrant expression and/or activity of a polypeptide of the invention includes, but is 
not limited to, alleviating symptoms associated with those diseases, disorders or 
conditions. Antibodies of the invention may be provided in pharmaceutically 
acceptable compositions as known in the art or as described herein. 

A summary of the ways in which the antibodies of the present invention may 
be used therapeutically includes binding polynucleotides or polypeptides of the 
present invention locally or systemically in the body or by direct cytotoxicity of the 
antibody, e.g. as mediated by complement (CDC) or by effector cells (ADCC). 
Some of these approaches are described in more detail below. Armed with the 
teachings provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will know how to use the 
antibodies of the present invention for diagnostic, monitoring or therapeutic purposes 
without undue experimentation. 
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The antibodies of this invention may be advantageously utilized in 
combination with other monoclonal or chimeric antibodies, or with lymphokines or 
hematopoietic growth factors (such as, e.g., IL-2, IL-3 and 1L-7), for example, which 
serve to increase the number or activity of effector cells which interact with the 
antibodies. 

The antibodies of the invention may be administered alone or in combination 
with other types of treatments (e.g., radiation therapy, chemotherapy, hormonal 
therapy, immunotherapy and anti-tumor agents). Generally, administration of 
products of a species origin or species reactivity (in the case of antibodies) that is the 
same species as that of the patient is preferred. Thus, in a preferred embodiment, 
human antibodies, fragments derivatives, analogs, or nucleic acids, are administered 
to a human patient for therapy or prophylaxis. 

It is preferred to use high affinity and/or potent in vivo inhibiting and/or 
neutralizing antibodies against polypeptides or polynucleotides of the present 
invention, fragments or regions thereof, for both immunoassays directed to and 
therapy of disorders related to polynucleotides or polypeptides, including fragments 
thereof, of the present invention. Such antibodies, fragments, or regions, will 
preferably have an affinity for polynucleotides or polypeptides of the invention, 
including fragments thereof. Preferred binding affinities include those with a 
dissociation constant or Kd less than 5 X 10* 2 M, 10' 2 M, 5 X 10' 3 M, 10~ 3 M, 5 X 10" 
4 M, 10" 4 M, 5 X lO" 5 M, 10~ 5 M, 5 X 10" 6 M, 10" 6 M, 5 X 10' 7 M, 10' 7 M, 5 X 1(T 8 M, 
10' 8 M, 5 X 10' 9 M, JO' 9 M, 5 X 10 10 M, lO' 10 M, 5 X 10 11 M, 10' 11 M, 5 X 10' 12 M, 
10 I2 M, 5X 10 ,3 M, 10 l3 M,5X 10 14 M, 10 14 M, 5X 10 ,5 M, and 10 15 M. 

Gene Therapy 

In a specific embodiment, nucleic acids comprising sequences encoding 
antibodies or functional derivatives thereof, are administered to treat, inhibit or 
prevent a disease or disorder associated with aberrant expression and/or activity of a 
polypeptide of the invention, by way of gene therapy. Gene therapy refers to therapy 
performed by the administration to a subject of an expressed or expressible nucleic 



